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LAKEWOOD — The North Kitsap Vikings made history by becoming the first Kitsap County

team to make the finals of a state volleyball tournament.

But the history the No. 4 Vikings really wanted to make didn’t happen, as the top-ranked

Tumwater Thunderbirds swept the Vikings 25-18, 25-18, 25-11 to win the Class 2A state title

at Pierce College.

The Thunderbirds (18-4), last champions in 2008, took North Kitsap out of its power game,

digging out any hard kill attempts by the Vikings, and sending them back in ways they could

not counter.

Despite the loss in the final, which was Vikings’ first all season (23-1), they were upbeat after

the match, knowing they had accomplished something not done before by any Kitsap

County team.

“North Kitsap came in confident,” senior outside hitter Briar Perez said. “We came in

knowing we could be better than last year. That was the common goal of the team.”

The Vikings finished in fifth place last season.

“We earned our way into the title game,” Perez said. “We earned second place. I’ve never

been so proud of myself, and of my teammates.”
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“This was an awesome team,” added senior Sarah Holt, who played libero for the

tournament. “This is the best that North Kitsap has ever been. Second place sweetens it.

This is school history.”

In their semifinal, Perez and Bri Duchemin slammed down kill after kill against Sehome as

the Vikings took down the Mariners in four sets, 25-22, 25-22, 23-25, 25-15. Duchemin had

18 kills, while Perez had 17 kills and 18 blocks.

Sehome, the Northwest Conference champions, had also come into the tournament

undefeated. Selah defeated the Mariners (19-2) in four sets to take the third-place trophy.

The first two sets ended on kills by Perez. Match point came about on a kill by Perez,

followed by a return into the net by the Mariners that sent the Vikings into the finals.

Perez was the talk of the tournament, as she showed her power at the net with her kills and

blocks.

“It’s a team game,” NK coach Tim French said. “All of our success is spread out to all the

girls. We all do it together.”

But it was a different story in the final, as the Vikings ran into a Tumwater team more

powerful at the net and with their defense.

“In the other matches, it seemed I was slamming everything down,” Perez said. “This match,

our defense didn’t play the way we wanted, and we couldn’t get to our passes. But we were

able to get the ball up, and we stayed in the match.”

“Tumwater had a strong team,” French said. “We had a hard time beating them. They were

strong and able to jump. They were able to slam the ball down.”

The Thunderbirds were able to spread their offense around. Kennedy Croft led the T-Birds

with 15 kills and four aces, McKenzie Bowen had 11, to go with 25 assists. Sarah Warner had

nine kills and 16 digs, and Maddy Pilon doled out 23 assists.

Perez and Duchemin had nine kills each against Tumwater, while Mareena Clotfelter had 15

assists.



“But I was proud of our effort,” French said. “We have nothing to be ashamed of. We had a

great time all year long. Tumwater was on their game. It was just too much for us.”

Perez, Clotfelter, Sarah Holt, and Mekdes Crowley played their final match as seniors for the

Vikings. But the Vikings could return to state next year with Duchemin and Molly Lemmon

back at hitting positions and Autumn Johnson as their setter.

But it will be this season that will be remembered for the history the Vikings made.

“We’re all very happy with second,” Perez said.

 

North Kitsap 3, Sehome 1

Game scores—NK 25-22, 25-22, 23-25, 25-15.

North Kitsap—Briar Perez 17 kills, 18 blocks; Bri Duchemin 18 kills; Sarah Holt 24 digs;

Molly Lemmon 17 digs, 8 kils; Marina Clotfelter 30 assists, 17 digs; Autumn Johnson 18

assists.

Tumwater 3, North Kitsap 0

Game scores—25-18, 25-18, 25-11

North Kitsap—Briar Perez 9 kills, 11 blocks, 3 digs; Bri Duchemin 9 kills, 6 digs; Mareen

Clotfelter 15 assists, 5 digs; Molly Lemmon 17 digs, Sarah Holt 13 digs; Autumn Johnson, 9

assists, 4 digs.

Tumwater—Kennedy Croft 15 kills, 10 digs, 4 aces; Mackenzie Bowen 11 kills, 25 assists;

Sarah Warner 9 kills, 16 digs; Madison Bourgois 7 kills; Maddy Pilon 23 assists.
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